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The Word-Faith Movement 

 
1. Introduction 

 
In this seminar I will consider the teaching of the Word-Faith Movement (WFM. also 

known as “Name it-Claim it”; Health and Wealth Movement and Prosperity Gospel). In 

particular, I focus on two aspects of Word-Faith teaching. These are positive confession 

and material prosperity. Arguments for and against the WFM will be presented with the 

aim being to establish the interplay between theistic belief and fashionable 

interpretations of the gospel.  [Power point presentation slides 1 – 26]  

 

2. Description 
 

Central thesis [Slide 27] 
 

 (1) God wants us to be prosperous and healthy; (2) God has given us all the necessary 

authority to change our circumstances; (3) We do not need to be victims, as the victory 

is in Christ and we may overcome.
1
 

 

Key players 

 

According to some the WFM is:- 

The fastest growing segment of professing Christianity today...Its growth is 

at least partially due to the massive amounts of money the leaders are able 

to extract from the faithful.
2
 

 

[Slides 28 - 31] 

The main players within the contemporary movement, who have wide exposure on 

television, include Kenneth Hagin, Kenneth Copeland, Benny Hinn, Morris Cerullo, 

Paul and Jan Crouch, Joyce Meyer, Fred Price and John Avanzini.  Some own their own 

                                                 
1
 Drawn from K. Hagin, The Believer’s Authority, (Tulsa, OK: Rhema Bible Church, 1984). 

2
 G. E. Gilley, “The Word-Faith Movement”, accessed at 

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Psychology/char/more/w-f.htm, on 18
th

 October, 2005.  
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TV networks. Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN), [Slide 32] founded by the 

Crouches, is estimated to be worth $600 million. Basically, they teach that Jesus and his 

disciples were rich and that to be poor or sick is a sin. There is no acknowledged leader 

amongst these teachers, but the founding father of the WFM is generally recognized as:- 

[Slide 33] 
 

E. W. Kenyon (1867-1948) 

 

Formally a Methodist who moved into Pentecostalism, Kenyon was an advocate of 

what was known as “New Thought theology” (not so far removed from Gnostic dualism 

and New Age teaching) and began to develop the doctrine of positive confession.
3
 His 

influence is seen in the writings of Hagin and Copeland. 

[Slide 34] 
Kenneth Hagin (1917-2003) 

 

A major Charismatic publication refers to him as the “daddy of the faith teachers.”
4
 At 

the age of 16, he was ill and during this time he claimed he died 3 times and 

experienced the horrors of hell which led to his conversion in 1936. Becoming a 

Pentecostal minister, over the next 14 years he had further visions of Jesus, the contents 

of which led him to engage in his new beliefs. It is now well known that Hagin drew 

extensively on the works of Kenyon and deceitfully passed them off as his own personal 

revelations and teachings. In 1966 he founded the Rhema Bible Church (currently a 

congregation of more than 8,000) with the Rhema Bible Training Centre following in 

1974:- 

And RHEMA is all about one thing. Our purpose is to help usher in the last 

great move of God’s Spirit and the Second Coming of Christ.
5
 

 

 

                                                 
3
 H. Terris Nueman, "An Analysis of the Sources of the Charismatic Teaching of Positive Confession", 

Pneuma, (12/1 Spring 1990), p. 43. 
4
 S. Andrews, “Kenneth Hagin – Keeping the Faith”, Charisma, (Oct. 1981), p. 24. 

5
 http://www.rhema.org, accessed on 19

th
 October, 2005.  

http://www.rhema.org/
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[Slide 35] 

 Kenneth Copeland (1937- ) 

According to Charisma he is the heir apparent to the WFM throne.
6
 He attended both 

Oral Roberts University and Rhema. He opened his TV shows in 1979. By 1999 he had 

published 58 books.  

Doctrine and beliefs [Slide 36] 

God  

 

Copeland claims that God operates by spiritual law and is obliged to obey the faith-

filled commands and desires of believers. Prosperity teaching is revealed supernaturally 

to WFM teachers,
7
 who seem to have spiritual revelation and out-of-body experiences 

in which they claim to have seen God. Morris Cerullo:- 

Suddenly, in front of this tremendous multitude of people, the glory of God 

appeared. The form that I saw was about the height of a man 6 feet tall, 

maybe taller, and twice as broad as a human body, with no distinguishing 

features such as eyes, nose, or mouth.
8
  

 

Faith is a creative force that we can use to shape our world just like God supposedly 

created this world and universe that we live in through His "faith"! Copeland says:- 

As a believer, you have a right to make commands in the name of Jesus. 

Each time you stand on the Word, you are commanding God to a certain 

extent, because it is His Word.
9
 

                                    

Positive Confession [Slide 37] is a law put in place by God and, therefore, God must 

abide by his laws. The authority of the believer cannot be understood intellectually 

rather you must believe it by faith. Each person predestines his own future by what he 

says verbally and by how well he uses spiritual laws. As such, it is as if we live in a 

                                                 
6
 K. Hagin, Jr., “Trend Toward the Faith Movement”, Charisma, (Aug. 1985), pp. 67 – 70.  

7
 K. Copeland, Laws of Prosperity, (Ft. Worth: KCP, 1974), pp. 60 – 62.  

8
 M. Cerullo, The Miracle Book, (San Diego: World Evangelism Inc, 1984), pp. x – xi. 

9
 K. Copeland, Our Covenant with God, (Ft. Worth: KCP, 1987), p. 32.  
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mechanistic universe instead of a personal one.
10

 Believers sit with Christ (Ephesians 

2:5-6) and are Christ.
11

 Hagin states:- 

The trouble is that we’ve preached a “cross” religion and we need to preach 

a “throne” religion. We need the cross for salvation, but we need to move 

on to Pentecost, the ascension and the throne.
12

 

 

God is a sovereign God. But a sovereign God has given us his sovereign promise. He 

decided and declared that believers have their part to do and say. He has told us what to 

do and we know what to expect. Copeland reiterates:-  

We will be whatever the Word says we can be. We will do whatever the 

Word says we can do. And we will have whatever the Word says we can 

have. We are joint heirs with the Anointed One-Jesus our Lord and 

Saviour.
13

 

 

Christ  

 

WF, and in particular the doctrine of Positive Confession, appears to compromise the 

deity of Christ and deifies man. Hagin’s, Theology of the Spoken Word (Rhematology) 

asserts, “Man was created on terms of equality with God, and he could stand in God’s 

presence without any consciousness of inferiority.” And according to Hagin, “You are 

as much the incarnation of God as Jesus Christ was.”
 14

 Positive Confession teaches that 

we are “little messiahs” walking on the earth. Additionally, although not discussed here, 

the Atonement is distorted. WF teachers frequently over-emphasize the spiritual death 

instead of the physical death of Jesus believing that he took on the nature of sin and 

“served time in hell separated from God” and then was reincarnated from the demonic 

to the divine.
15

 

 

                                                 
10

 Copeland, Laws of Prosperity, p. 15.  
11

 Hagin, pp. 13 – 15. 
12

 Hagin, p. 16.  
13

 K. Copeland, “You Do Have A Say”, 

http://www.kcm.org/studycentre/articles/faith_hope/you_do_have_a_say.html, accessed on 19
th

 October, 

2005.  
14

 K. Hagin, Zoe: The God-Kind of Life, (Tulsa, OK: KHM, 1989), p. 35, 36.   
15

 K. Hagin, The Name of Jesus, (Tulsa, OK: KHM, 1981), p. 29.  

http://www.kcm.org/studycentre/articles/faith_hope/you_do_have_a_say.html
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Man 

 

The key component of the prosperity gospel is that God wills the financial prosperity 

of every Christian. If a believer lives in poverty, he/she is living outside God's intended 

will:- "You must realize that it is God's will for you to prosper."
16

  

 

3. Faith is a force [Slide 38] 
 

WF advocates believe that faith works like a mighty power or force. Through faith, we 

can obtain anything we want (success, health, wealth…). Hagin was apparently told by 

Jesus to write down the “Say it, Do it, Receive it, and Tell it” formula and “if anybody, 

anywhere, will take these four steps…he will always receive whatever he wants from 

Me or from God the Father.”
17

 This includes whatever you want financially. Positive 

Confession teaches that what we say, especially the favours we demand of God, must 

all be stated positively and without doubting. Then God is required to answer. Hagin 

says that faith is the plug and, in order to receive, “we are to plug into the powerhouse 

of heaven.”
18

 Hank Hanegraaff, a notable evangelical critic of WFM doctrines, adds that 

WF believers view their positive confessions as an incantation by which they can 

conjure up anything they desire:- “Believe it in your heart; say it with your mouth. That 

is the principle of faith. You can have what you say."
19

 Then again does not the gospel 

imply this? [Slide 39] 

Whosoever shall say unto this mountain…and shall not doubt in his heart, 

but shall believe that those things which he says shall come to pass; he shall 

have whatsoever he says. (Mark 11:23). 

 

WF teachers interpret this text:- 

                                                 
16

 Copeland, Laws of Prosperity, p. 51.  
17

 K. Hagin, “How to Write Your Own Ticket with God”, q.v. in H. Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis, 

(Eugene: Harvest House, 1997), pp. 74 – 75. 
18

 Hanegraaff, p. 75.  
19

 Hanegraaff, p. 281, 285.  
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God has told us what to do, and we know what to expect. If we don’t obey, 

of course, nothing will happen. But if we obey His Word, we become 

partakers in His divine nature and purpose.
20

 

 

“Faith-filled words put the law of the Spirit of life into operation.”
21

 Although this 

sounds like the Christian gospel – its not, as doctrine should be based on more than one 

verse. Positive Confession is found only in the peculiar interpretations of its own 

leaders, not in generally accepted Christian theology. Scripture must be seen in a 

coherent framework. That is why systematic theology is vital, as it seeks to discover 

what the whole Bible teaches about any subject. Furthermore, WF teachers owe their 

ancestry to groups like Christian Science, Swedenborgianism, Theosophy, Science of 

Mind, and New Age Thought. Finally, Positive Confession denies reality. You confess 

what is not there, rather than what is there. This dualism is cultish and not the NT 

gospel. MacArthur refutes the teachings:- 

Word-Faith doctrine is a mongrel system, a blend of mysticism, dualism, 

and gnosticism that borrows generously from the teachings of the 

metaphysical cults. The Word-Faith movement may be the most dangerous 

false system that has grown out of the charismatic movement so far, 

because so many charismatics are unsure of the finality of Scripture.
22

 

 

4. Biblical arguments for financial prosperity    [Slide 40] 
 

(1) God lives in splendour, as is evidenced by the splendour of the tabernacle and 

temple that he commanded to be made for him (Exodus 24–28); (2) Humanity is created 

in God’s image, to live in such splendour. Thus, before the Fall, humanity’s 

environment contained gold, pearls and onyx (Genesis 2:11-12); (3) Satan is a thief 

(John 10:10) and stole from Adam. Poverty arose through his thieving; (4) Jesus came 

to set humanity free from Satan and his sacrifice involves restoration to the wealth 

humanity is created to enjoy (2 Corinthians 8:9). Christians should live by faith and 

                                                 
20

 Copeland, “You Do Have A Say” 
21

 Copeland, The Force of Faith, (Ft. Worth: KCP, 1983), p. 18.  
22

 J. MacArthur, Charismatic Chaos, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992), p. 290.  

http://www.apologeticsindex.org/m00.html#mysticism
http://www.apologeticsindex.org/g00.html#gnosticism
http://www.apologeticsindex.org/m00.html#meta
http://www.apologeticsindex.org/c48.html
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generous giving, in the fullness of what Christ has come to give them. Certainly there 

are more verses here to back the teaching. 

 

Obviously there is a certain philosophy underpinning WF. The idea that God 

“rewards” us with prosperity implies the “Cosmic Controller”, that God directs what the 

fortune of each person will be. But this Calvinistic position is neglected by WF 

teachers, who overemphasize the Arminian position. Our freedom is unlimited. We are 

responsible for what happens to us, rather than God. What we need to do is learn the 

laws and Positive Confession is one such law. Reality can be created and can be 

changed by the Words we use.  

 

The teaching of John Avanzini  [Slide 41] 

John Avanzini is billed by his Faith peers as a recognized authority on biblical 

economics. There are basically 3 parts to his teaching:-
23

  

 

(1) God wants his people to prosper financially  

 

Avanzini describes God’s desire to prosper his people as three-fold:- (a) To provide for 

his children’s needs; (b) To provide for the preaching of the gospel; (c) To provide 

plenty for his children so that they can give joyfully to others.
24

 He defends this view 

with frequent reference to the example of godly people in Scripture who were rich (i.e. 

the Patriarchs) and to the notable promise of Deuteronomy 8:18:-
 25

 

But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the power to 

get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your 

ancestors, as he is doing today.  

 

                                                 
23

 See the website of this foremost prosperity teacher at http://www.avanzini.org.uk.  
24

 J. Avanzini, Financial Excellence, (Tulsa, OK: Harrison House, 1993), p. 7.  
25

 Avanzini, Financial Excellence, pp. 25 – 33, 19 – 20.  

http://www.avanzini.org.uk/
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Avanzini is convinced that Jesus was rich, so rich that “he had a nice big house" and 

"he wore designer clothes.”
26

 Avanzini sees the activity of Satan as the explanation for 

the frequent failure of Christians to enjoy the fulfilment of God’s promises:- 

He [Satan] has ripped off from God’s children the quality of life God 

intended for them. Much of the inheritance of the saints is now locked away 

in his treasure chest, financing the kingdom of darkness instead of the 

kingdom of light.
27

 

 

Poverty is not God’s will for his children and is not a sign of their spirituality. God 

created a world of abundance. According to Avanzini, the poverty in our world is 

caused by Satan.
28

 

 

(2) God wants to put the world’s wealth in the church’s hands  

Avanzini bases his teaching here on Proverbs 13:22 – “The wealth of the sinner is laid 

up for the just” and James 5:3 – “You have heaped treasure together for the last 

days.”
29

 Here, he concludes that in the last days the wealth which the wicked have 

hoarded will be transferred in abundance to Christians. The degree to which individual 

Christians will benefit from this transfer will depend upon their giving and the extent of 

their desire to receive.
30

 

 

(3) God wants all people to live completely free from debt  

Again this teaching appears to have biblical support which leads Avanzini to conclude 

that God is a debt cancelling God. He quotes 2 Kings 4:1-7; 6:1-7 (the widow’s oil; the 

borrowed axe head) and Nehemiah’s financial reforms (Nehemiah 5:1-13).
31

 To receive 

the world’s wealth and live debt free, one must give. Luke 6:38 – “Give and it shall be 

given unto you” is taken quite literally by Avanzini. Quite simply those who give 

                                                 
26

 Avanzini, “Was Jesus Poor?”, The Believer’s Voice of Victory, Vol. 24, No. 1 (January 1996), p. 9.  
27

 Avanzini, Financial Excellence, pp. 39 – 40.  
28

 Avanzini, The Wealth of the World, (Tulsa, OK: Harrison House, 1989), pp. 78 – 79.  
29

 Avanzini, The Wealth of the World, p. 9, 49, 87, 147, 162.  
30

 Avanzini, The Wealth of the World, p. 151ff.  
31

 Avanzini, God’s Debt Free Guarantee, (Tulsa, OK: Harrison House, 1994), p. 23.  
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money will receive money.
32

 Furthermore, he teaches that believers should give in order 

to get:- “If you desire more money in the midst of an economic famine, you must begin 

to sow more money seed…”
33

  

 

5. Perverting Scripture   [Slide 42] 
 

To be fair to Avanzini, it is important to understand the motivation which he is 

encouraging. He is teaching that one should give to get and then to give. He writes, 

“The more you give away to God’s work, the more He will return to you so that you can 

give to His work again!”
34

 This perhaps certainly echoes the NT teaching that it is 

“more blessed to give than receive” (Acts 20:35). Also, although his interpretations 

about Jesus’ wealth appear to be dubious, his claims to the facts are often beyond 

dispute, as, for example:- (1) Jesus and the disciples could afford to purchase food 

(John 4:8); (2) Judas was employed as treasure, perhaps implying that there were 

sufficient funds, which prevented the disciples from starving even when Judas stole 

from them (John 12:6);  (3) Jesus was given treasurers in his infancy (Matthew 2:11).  

 

Furthermore, as shown above there is no shortage about teaching of wealth in the 

Bible. Avanzini argues that God gives us the ability to produce wealth from and not to 

hoard it, but seems to steer clear of other verses which reveal that whoever loves wealth 

is never satisfied (Ecclesiastes 5:11) and for people not to put their hope in wealth (1 

Timothy 6:17). It is not systematic theology when doctrine is established in this way. 

Avanzini perverts Scripture and makes his teaching (the promise to make us wealthy) 

very attractive to those who believe that we can produce, through positive confession, 

whatever our hearts desire.  If Jesus was rich, we should be rich as well. He has honed 

his craft into such an art form that when WF teachers need money, they inevitably call 

                                                 
32

 Avanzini, Financial Excellence, p. 115, 119.  
33

 Avanzini, Powerful Principles of Increase, (Tulsa, OK: Harrison House, 1989), p. 28.  
34

 Avanzini, Financial Excellence, p. 75.  
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on "Brother John." Their lifestyle is clearly identified by designer clothes, big houses, 

luxury and riches. Robert Tilton speaking on TBN in 1990 remarked:- 

Being poor is a sin, when God promises prosperity. New house? New car? 

That’s chicken feed. That’s nothing compared to what God wants to do for 

you.
35

 

 

However, as Gilley responds, “The road to prosperity somehow always leads to the 

offering plate of the WFM.”
36

 [Slide 43] Mark 10:29-30 is twisted to appear as a very 

good deal - “Give $1,000 and receive $10,000…give one house and receive one 

hundred houses!”
37

 This view of being able to manipulate God, in using Positive 

Confession is wrong. As a faithful believer, I would be rebuked by Avanzini, and other 

prosperity teachers, as not having enough faith to get more so I can give more. Some 

teachers would even say that if I do not give, God will curse me. I have more than the 

bare essentials of life and God has truly blessed me and my family. However, I would 

be ridiculed, because according to Positive Confession, I do not trust God for more and 

to restore to me what is owed. 

 

6. Summary   [Slide 44] 
 

The WFM, in my judgment, is decidedly unbiblical. It is a movement that has spawned 

from modern Pentecostalism and is heavily influenced by select individuals whose 

teachings range from completely heretical to completely ridiculous. I believe there is 

not a single prosperity teacher who can claim biblical authority. Positive Confession 

attempts to alter one’s reality. Faith is no longer about trusting God, but some sort of 

force we can tap into and with the right “mechanical” formula we are guaranteed the 

prosperity gospel. We can become prosperous in all areas of life. Certainly, Christianity 

promises life in all its fullness, but WF teaching has distorted this in favour of absurd 

                                                 
35

 MacArthur, p. 285.  
36

 Gilley, “The Word-Faith Movement” 
37

 B. Copeland, God’s Will Is Prosperity, (Ft. Worth: KCP, 1978), p. 54.  
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beliefs. Our hope is in the Lord, not in our own words, not even in our own faith (Psalm 

33:20-22). Our faith comes from God in the first place (2 Peter 1:1), and is not 

something we create for ourselves. [Slide 45] 

I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the 

grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only 

there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of 

Christ. But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you 

a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be 

accursed. As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is 

preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be 

accursed. (Galatians 1:6-9).  

 

Post seminar response to the discussion  [Slide 46] 
 

I presented a subjective evaluation of the WFM and I wanted the class to consider for 

themselves the arguments for and against Positive Confession and the Prosperity 

Gospel. I asked several questions to get the discussion going, which I now evaluate.           

 

1. Evangelicals warn of the movement’s cultic nature and demonstrate how far the 

WFM doctrine of prosperity is from Scripture's true teaching. What are your 

comments, thoughts, opinions? 
 

Word of Faith teachers often redefine or reinterpret Christian essentials in order to fit 

them into their own peculiar theological systems. These reinterpretations are often 

derived from "revelation knowledge.” I shared some of Hinn’s testimonies which 

startled the class. WF teachers blatantly contradict Scripture (and often each other).  

 

 2. Should Christians be embarrassed by this teaching? 

I admitted that I felt embarrassed by this teaching and how many non-believers I know 

had been put off Christianity, because they had seen this sort of thing on TV and 

regarded the faith as abhorrent. The general consensus was that televangelism on this 

scale in promoting this teaching came across as a big con. People testing the waters 
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were put off and Christians themselves were rarely strengthened / encouraged in the 

faith. 

 

3. Why is it so big in America? 

 

4. Do you think WFM teaching is attractive? If so why?  

 

5. Should Christians refute the WFM? If so how? 

 

I stressed my opinion based on the verses from Galatians 1:6-9. If more Christians 

knew their Bible and were truly in a relationship with Christ they would not need to run 

after such false prophets and there foolish doctrines. I also reminded them of John 8:31. 

The truth can set us free and that is only revealed in the Word. The Bible tells us about 

the nature of God and the nature of man. It also teaches important doctrine which must 

never be compromised. I suggested that the liberal age was at an end and in the face of 

aggressive secularism the Church must go “back to basics” and re-assert the very 

foundations of the faith. I made reference to notable evangelicals who refute the WFM.  

One reason for this lack of discernment is that followers are told that questioning the 

teacher is synonymous with "touching God's anointed," or "quenching the Spirit." They 

are unaware that Scripture encourages us to test all teaching by the written Word of 

God.  
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